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Consulate General of India

Houston
PRESS RELEASE
Visit of Secretary, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, 

and accompanying delegation to Houston 

and San Antonio (26 – 29 March 2010)


Mr. Bijoy Chatterjee, Secretary, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, Government of India (GoI) led an 18 member delegation to Houston and San Antonio from 26 - 29 March 2010.   The delegation included senior officials from GoI; State Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal; public sector undertakings; private companies; and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI).  Mr. Sanjiv Arora, Consul General of India in Houston and Mr. V.S. Senthil, Minister(Economic), Embassy of India, Washington, D.C. joined the visiting delegation.
2.
The programme of the delegation included a business round-table with nearly 40 representatives of companies and economic promotion agencies in Houston, visit to the Mega Chemical Park in the Bay Area of Greater Houston and participation in the 35th International Petrochemical Conference of the National Petrochemical & Refiners Association (NPRA) in San Antonio.  
3.
The delegation participated in a business event called the India Evening organized by the Chemicals & Petrochemicals Manufacturers’ Association (CPMA) of India on the sidelines of the NPRA conference in San Antonio on 28 March.  The India Evening was attended by over 150 business representatives from different countries.  The CPMA team was led by Mr. Kamal Nanavaty, Vice President and Member(Coordination), CPMA, India & Chairman of the Asia Petrochemical Industry Conference (APIC) 2010 Organizing Committee. 
4.
The presentations of the visiting delegation at the India Evening and the business round-table focused on India’s capabilities in chemicals and petrochemicals sector; the Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemicals Investment Region (PCPIR) Policy introduced by Government of India; opportunities for foreign companies to invest in PCPIRs in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Orissa and West Bengal; and potential for further expanding trade and investment in this sector between India and the United States.
5.
The interactions during the visit of the delegation were also utilized to mobilize participation in two major industry events to be held in Mumbai during 2010, namely, CPMA’s APIC on 13-14 May and FICCI’s INDIA CHEM on 28-30 October.   Both these events are supported by GoI’s Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals.
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