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Consulate General of India

Houston

Press Release
Visit of Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon’ble Minister of Labour & Employment to Dallas (29 - 30 January, 2012)

Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon’ble Minister of Labour & Employment, accompanied by senior officials, visited Dallas on 29 - 30 January, 2012.

Hon’ble Labour & Employment Minister (LEM) interacted with a large and broad-based gathering of the vibrant Indian-American community in Dallas Fort Worth (DFW) metropolitan area at a function organized in his honour by two prominent community organizations, Indian American Friendship Council (IAFC) and India Association of North Texas (IANT), in cooperation with Consulate General of India, Houston, on 29 January.  
The programme of the community function started with welcome remarks by Mr. Prasad Thotakura, President, IAFC’s Texas Chapter,   Dr. Sridhar Reddy Korsapati, President, IANT, and Mr. Sanjiv Arora, Consul General of India in Houston.

In his Keynote Address, Hon’ble LEM highlighted Government of India’s major initiatives and schemes for poverty alleviation, universalization of elementary education, skill development, social welfare of workers and employment generation.  LEM, inter alia, informed the gathering about the salient features of programmes such as Rashtriya Swasthya Beema Yojna, a health insurance scheme for families below the poverty line; National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme; Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan; and Mid-Day Meal Scheme.

Hon’ble LEM also spoke about dialogue and cooperation between Ministry of Labour & Employment, Government of India and the US Department of Labour, that would be further enhanced by the signing of a MoU by him and the US Secretary of Labour in Washington DC on      2 February, 2012. 
The Minister was given a standing ovation by the attendees who profusely thanked him for meeting them amidst his tight schedule and giving them extremely useful information.


On 30 January, Hon’ble LEM and accompanying delegation participated in a programme at the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA), which started with a ceremony to pay homage to Mahatma Gandhi on the Martyrs’ Day, and included visit to UTA facilities such as the Center for Continuing Education Workforce Development (CEWDC) and Simulation Training at Smart Hospital, and exchange of views on issues of mutual interest.
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Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon’ble Minister of Labour & Employment addressing a large and broad-based gathering of the Indian American community at a function organized in his honour by the Texas Chapter of Indian American Friendship Council (IAFC) and the India Association of North Texas (IANT), in cooperation with Consulate General of India, Houston, during his visit, along with a delegation of senior officials, to Dallas on 29 - 30 January, 2012.  
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Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon’ble Minister of Labour & Employment and Mrs. Radhabai Kharge being felicitated at a very well attended and broad-based community function organized in their honour by the Texas Chapter of Indian American Friendship Council (IAFC) and the India Association of North Texas (IANT), in cooperation with Consulate General of India, Houston, during his visit, along with a delegation of senior officials, to Dallas on 29 - 30 January, 2012.  Consul General Sanjiv Arora (2nd from right), IAFC Texas Chapter President Mr. Prasad Thotakura (making an announcement), IANT President Dr. Sridhar Reddy Korsapati      (3rd from right) and IANT Secretary Ms. Shabnam Modgil (1st from right) are also seen in the photo.
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Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon’ble Minister of Labour & Employment paying homage to Mahatma Gandhi on Martyrs’ Day on 30 January at University of Texas, Arlington (UTA) during his visit to Dallas, along with a delegation of senior officials, on 29 – 30 January, 2012.  The Minister is seen in front of the Indian Flag, with          Mr. Sanjiv Arora, Consul General of India in Houston to his left and Mr. Prasad Thotakura, President of the Texas Chapter of the Indian American Friendship Council (IAFC) to his right (in front of the US Flag). The picture also shows other members of the visiting delegation, representatives of UTA and members of the local Indian community.
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