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Visit of Hon’ble Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles to Dallas

(20-21 September, 2011)

Shri Anand Sharma, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles (CITM) visited Dallas on 20-21 September, 2011.  Hon’ble CITM was the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker at the 12th Annual Awards Banquet of the Greater Dallas Indo-American Chamber of Commerce (GDIACC), immediately after his arrival from Chicago on the evening of 20 September.  He was given standing ovation by over 650 participants at this function, including local dignitaries, who listened to his keynote address with rapt attention and repeated applause.  
In a comprehensive and enlightening address, CITM underlined India-US strategic partnership and in this framework, the importance of the cooperation between India and Texas in business and other areas.  He complimented Texas, Dallas-Fort Worth region and the City of Dallas for their dynamic business profile, and premier institutions in other areas such as education and research.  He praised the vibrant Indian-American community for their accomplishments, contribution to local economy and society, and their important role in fostering India-US friendship and cooperation.  
CITM spoke about the robust performance of India’s economy and other distinctive strengths of India as a business partner and destination.  Giving an overview of the substantial economic and commercial partnership between India and the US, and the vast potential to further increase trade and investment, he highlighted the substantial FDI flows and creation of jobs by Indian companies in the US.
CITM stressed the importance of the growing cooperation between the world’s largest and oldest democracies, India and USA, in meeting global challenges such as terrorism.  He emphasized that both countries firmly believe in the eternal values of equality, rule of law, peace, mutual respect and understanding, and pluralism. He paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and warmly recalled India’s resolution presented by him at the UN General Assembly on 15 June, 2007, to observe Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday on 2 October as the International Day of Non-Violence – the resolution was co-sponsored by 142 member states and adopted unanimously by the UNGA.


CITM presented GDIACC awards for excellence in science, medicine, corporate leadership and entrepreneurship.  Congratulating and encouraging the award winners, CITM said that he was particularly delighted to meet the youngest recipient Ms. Shree Bose (17 years) who has achieved international recognition, including Google Science Fair and other prestigious awards for her research project on ovarian cancer drug resistance.


On 21 September, CITM visited Texas Instruments (TI), a Fortune 500 company that had started its operations at Bangalore in India in 1985.  Before leaving for Washington, DC, CITM interacted with a group of CEOs at a luncheon hosted in his honour by Mr. Richard Templeton, Chairman & CEO of TI.


CITM was accompanied by Consul General of India in Houston, Minister (Commerce), Embassy of India, Washington, and three senior officers from Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  
*****

1

