Address to The Nation by Her Excellency The President of India
Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil on the Eve of the 62" Republic Day
My Fellow Citizens,

On the eve of our 62nd Republic Day, | extend my warmest
greetings to all of you across the country and also to those living
abroad. | convey my special greetings to the members of our Armed
Forces and Para-Military Forces, who guard our frontiers and to our
internal security forces. | also compliment every citizen from every

walk of life for contributing to the process of nation-building.

26" January is a very significant date in our nation’s calendar,
when we celebrate the establishment of free India as a Republic
based on the ideology of justice and equality. It is a day when we
recall with gratitude the sacrifices of our freedom fighters and the
work of our Founding Fathers, for giving to us a country where our
dignity and individual freedoms are guaranteed by an enlightened
Constitution. It must also be an occasion when we rededicate
ourselves to maintaining harmony, peace and brotherhood. Most of
all. it is a time to introspect about how we have fared so far, and in

which direction are we moving.






