Frequently Asked Questions

 Business / Employment visa.

Question: What is the format for applying for Business Visa or Employment Visa:

Answer: The application forms for Business Visa and Employment Visa are available on the website of the Consulates outsourcing agency, Travisa (http://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com ).  FAQs clarifying details in respect of these types of visas can be viewed at Ministry of Home Affairs website http://mha.nic.in/pdfs/work_visa_faq.pdf 
Visa Fees

Question: How much are the fees for visas?

Answer: The fee varies on the visa duration requested. Applicable visa fees is available at  http://indiavisa.travisaoutsourcing.com/consular-fees. 

Question: What is a reference fee? 

Answer: It is an additional Consulate fee charged in some cases for non-U.S. applicants who do not have Permanent Residence (Green) cards. 
Transferring Visa From Old Passport To New Passport

Question: I have a valid India visa on an old passport that has been renewed or replaced. Can I travel to India with both passports, or should I apply for a new visa? 

Question: My baby has a ten year visa in her expired passport. Is a transfer of visa mandatory?

Answer: Transfer of visa is not mandatory.  The passenger should travel to India with both passports.  However, if a person so wishes, the relevant application for transfer of visa may be filled up and submitted to the Consulate’s outsourcing agency, Travisa. The name on both passports must match. 

Visa Validity

Question: What date is my visa valid from?

Answer: The visa is valid from the date it is issued i.e. a 6 Month visa issued on January 1 would be valid until June 30.

Emergency Visas

Question: Is it possible to get an emergency visa issued?

Answer: In case of emergency visas, the applicant can approach the Consulate directly. The Consulate’s emergency telephone number is 832 283 1568.  Emergency visa fee of $100 will be charged in addition to the applicable visa fee.

Applying for Family Members, Children or Associates

Question: Do children require a visa to visit India? 

Answer: Yes, all travelers including children must have a valid visa to travel to India. Please complete a separate application for each child. For minors, both the parents should sign the application and attach copies of the passports. 

Question: Can I Apply In Person For My Family Members, Children or Associates?

Answer: Yes, you can apply for your family members, children or associates. However, they will need to sign all documents ahead of time. For minors, both the parents should sign the application.  Applications to be submitted in person to Travisa.

Passport Requirements
Question: How many blank pages do I need in my passport for a visa, do amendment pages count? 
Answer: You need two full blank pages. Amendment pages do not count as they are for State Department use only. 
Question: My passport expires soon, can I get a visa? 

Answer: Your passport must be valid for at least six months. 

Indian Passports/Indian Origin
Question: Why do I need to turn in my Indian passport?

Answer: Once you become a US Citizen, you must turn in your Indian passport for cancellation and return. Include a renunciation form. 

Question: I am a person of Indian origin. I had a visa to India before on a previous US passport. It is my first time traveling on this passport. What should I do?

Answer: If the visa on the old passport is still valid, you can travel by attaching both the old and new passports.  If the visa has expired, you could apply for a new visa.

